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Ex-prostitute still fighting for rights

By CHARLTON P
Source: ONP

THE former stripper and prostitute sacked fromthe New South
Wal es Police Service is unlikely to get her job back, despite a
ruling by the Industrial Comm ssion that she was unfairly

di sm ssed.

On Thursday, the conm ssion ruled that Ki mHollingsworth, 30,

had been denied natural justice by the police service when it

sacked her after discovering that she had worked as a stri pper
and prostitute before entering the police acadeny in 1995.

Ms Hol i ngsworth had al so worked as an undercover agent for the
Wod royal comm ssion into corruption within the NSW poli ce.

At one point, she was placed under the conm ssion's w tness
protection progranme and noved to South Australia for her
safety.

During the hearing, Ms Hollingsworth's | awers argued that she
was sacked because she had bl own the whistle on corrupt police
who wanted to open a brothel and use her as a madam nanager.

I ndustrial Rel ations Conm ssioner Peter Connor told | awers for
Ms Hol li ngsworth and the police service to "~ “get together and
di scuss the conplex issues at the head of . . . the claimin an
at nrosphere less fornmal than the current arbitration

proceedi ngs''.

He adj ourned the hearing until April 21

NSW Pol i ce Conmi ssioner Peter Ryan's office issued a statenent
saying that the service was studying the judgnent.

Ms Hollingsworth said she still wanted to be a police officer
and coul d continue working despite her troubled past with the
police service.

"I do hope | get the job back in future,'' she said.

""That's been ny anbition since I was a six-year-old and corrupt

police will not be spoiling that for nme.
I have no ill-feeling towards the police service. | don't
think I ever will have. It's sonething that happened in the past

and all | can do nowis try and get reinstated.



" COF course there are going to be sone police officers who won't
be happy. However, |I'm sure when they work with nme their
attitude wll change.'

However, sources in the service said yesterday it was extrenely
unlikely that Ms Hollingsworth would be offered her old training
position back.

If the comm ssion ordered that she be reinstated, police sources
said it was unlikely that she woul d successfully conpl ete her
recruit training.

""She'd be better off taking a conpensation package,'' the
source said.

Yesterday, Ms Hollingsworth was in hiding after nine days of
heari ngs and a round of nedi a appearances on Thursday.

She said she feared being targeted because of her work with the
royal commi ssion and her know edge of corruption within the
force.

“It's very hard to know who to trust at the nmonent,'' M
Hol I i ngswort h sai d.

She appeared on Channel 9's 60 M nutes programre for a reported
fee of $19,000 and has been of fered an advance of $50,000 for a
book on her life.

The Scarlet Alliance, an organisation representing 14 sex worker
rights organi sati ons nati onw de, yesterday wel coned the
conmi ssi on' s deci si on.

The alliance's executive nenber, Erica Red, said the decision's
cl ear nmessage was that prospective enployers could not

di scrim nate agai nst a person on the basis of their previous
occupation, even if that occupation was sex worKk.



