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Sydney has a legallydefined street- The role of police in regards e

based sex work area that SWOP regularly to street-based sex workers is e Lﬂ e
outreaches. Recent collaborative paramount for HIV prevention 1 >
approaches between SWOP and the ; I R 4

local police has dramatically improved strategies to be implemented. : l &

the effectiveness of HIV prevention Policy directives from the police

strategies and empowered sex workers should optimally come from the

to make informed decisions about

health and sarely. top down to assure a consistant

and informed approach.
Positive changes: Regular education sessions

SWOP conducted a number of education - - < SR

for the police and specificall :
sessions for police in that area and three n P < p y ’ gﬁ X T’{ \
officers volunteered to act as Police Sex appointed Police Sex Work  §
Worker Liaison Officers (PSWLOs). Liaison Officers can dramatically ; ¥
The level of intimidation and conflict improve the working environment
between police and the sex workers has _.for this vulnerable population.
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dramatically decreased and the active y =Y
support from the PSWLOs to the workers " ' ;I;-!_g;_fg‘.‘ F R
has increased communication and X g
initiated positive policing.

This allows workers to operate in an
environment where HIV prevention
strategies can be employed without fear
or persecution. The empowerment of the
sex workers has increased peer-based
education on the street with many now
confident to call the police and assert
their rights if required.

SWOP has a dedicated mobile phone

number for workers that provides a

static contact point. This conduit allows

the workers to: = [ 74

* Report incidents at any hour 3 . _ R Shi - 2T CANTERBU RY RD
* Use SMS as a means of communication

SWOP can then: 54 Canterbury
« Contact workers outside office hours Sydn ey

« Contact the police and other relevant

organisations immediately : e . » P
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* Maintain continuity of information
exchange
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