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Stigma has a major impact on health
outcomes for communities affected by blood
borne viruses and sexually transmissible
infections. The Australian Government
Department of Health strategies for blood
borne virus and sexually transmissible
infections explicitly aim to “eliminate the
negative impact of stigma, discrimination,
and legal and human rights issues on
people’s health.”

In 2020, an indicator measuring experienced
stigma was included in an online survey of
sex workers in Australia.

Sex workers
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In the last 12 months, have you experienced any stigma
or discrimination in relation to your sex work?
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In 2020, 96% of participants reported experiencing any stigma or discrimination related
to their sex work within the last 12 months, including 34% who indicated that this

‘often’ or ‘always’ occurred.



Similarly, 91% of participants reported any negative treatment by health workers,
including 24% who indicated this ‘often’ or ‘always’ happened.

Health workers treated me negatively or differently to
other people
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Reported experiences of stigma and discrimination were very

common among Australian-based sex workers in 2020. This If the results presented
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