AIDS EDUCATION WIiTH MALE SEX

WORKERS: Fiing iu the gaps and
aking ug the slhack.
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Alarge proportion of male sex workersare gay, and a 5ig-
rificant proportion are IV drug users.Many, particularly
the young, don't identify with, or become adequately
serviced by thelr cormunities and relevent arganiza-
tions. 4An aim od educaticn
projectstomale sexwarkers
is to educate such groups 50
that the possible risk gap
presented by male sex

Direct services essental to HIV
prevention include casework,

homelessness, police and community violence, illegality
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koverty, drug dependence and the James Dean ethic-

livfast, die young.

sential to func-
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HORKESS IS MM C e a drop in centre ferrals,  advo-

This paper willdiscuss male
SEX WOrKer projects running within existing prostitutes

rights organizations. Suchprojects include direct service

edge to safe work practices.

Male workers involved in projects visit agencies and
groups to participate at policy level, contributing an expe-
riential knowledge of the affects on :;usccptihility to HIV
infection of the prostitution sub-culture issues, ie,
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peer network.

CONCLUSION

A potentially disastrous gap in AIDS services can be re-
dressed by facilitating an interface of services in combi-
nation with sunoort and direct health and welfare provi-
sion on a peer level
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The national ATOS conigrence is once again
on. This conference will see representativas of sex
worker yights groups from all over Ausiralia.

A" the last conference three groups were
represented. This tine around there are eight state
based groups, the scarlet alliance, members of a new

group forming in Tasmania, and representatives of

Sex worker groups In South East Asia
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pelow are abstracts from the sex worker
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AIDS programmes with female sex workers

By DEB MILE A

Female Sex workers make up the
majority of the sex working populalion in
Austraila. In terms of organizing in
collectives and associations we have aiso
been the frontrunners. R is for these
resons; rather than ‘high risk’ that iarge

include other areas of indusirial and other
advocacy. Educaltion programmes would
not be of interest o any sex workers
unless the definition of prevention is
expanded to include these areas that sex
waorkers see as the most important

AIDS programmes for female sex workers
have heen established first within sex
warkers rights organizations.

Condoms have been the preferred
method of avoiding sexually transmitied
diseases for sex workers far a very lang
tme. Absence of condom ussge cap
usually he linked to policing and/or
management practices. For this reason,
mast of the AlIDS programmes with female
sex workers have focussed on
empawering workers to neqotiate safe sex
practices with clienls; working with
managements to ensure oplimal work
conditions to facilitate condom use; and
equipping women with knowledge about
AlGS that goes beyond transmission. Thiz nurnbers af these young
knowiedge aliows them to convince pecple have trned to
clienis of the need for condom use and assistance and infor
convert safe sex kKnowledage info safe work this presentation I w
practices. tu] aug hw\.uk wr* uain- E‘u onie

increasingly work with female sex

AIDS education to young pecple in Ze
to reach voung pvnple in particular, has
area left for the too hard basket

Sex workers rights organiza-
tions have found that largs

workers is more in the contexr of 1U1]|_n t]ﬂu'l‘?"f')llql‘ful_{t_{lf and
accupational health and safety issues. This yaung Women working on the
iz the most appropriate way to deal wifh streets.

AIDS prevention in this work context

Gifferent groups have tailored Many of thes

programmes {0 local
conditions.
CONCLUSION

Because sex workers are an often isolated
group, who have knowledge of sid
prevention, innovative ways of ensuring
education messages and methods reach
workers are essential. This will oflen
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€ young pecple work in the sex Industry,
or ars clos el; associated with people wh
an, however that they all regar
selves as sex workers, It is often through the reputa-
tien of trust and understanding that we build up with

i them-
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identified street workers that leads other young pecple

to apprnach our organizations. This chance to work with

peaple who were clearly not receiving the information

and support hey required elsewhers was too important
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