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Tel: (03) 9534 8166.

Working Girl/Worker Boy, believe the hype, it’s hot, hot, hot,
the magazine for the nineties of the Prostitutes Collective of
Victoria - aka PCV. Thanks to the following for thier contribu-
tions to the mag: Maria MecMahon and Phillip Moore (Chach) -
editorial & concept; Richard, Tim, Neenipops, Kerry-Anne and
little Gazza for layout & design. Little Timmy did our delight-
ful cover design and original photos were snapped by John
Fadden. The fabulous Farrago five - we love you.
Contributors: Josephine Cameron, Lynn Kelleher, Kylie
Carter, Lauren Finestone, Jocelyn Snow, Maria McMahon,

Allison Arnott, Rebecca Lustig, Janeen Lynch, Phillip Moore,
Dona Macik, Arnold E. Dix and Keith Gilbert.

The usual and useful disclaimer; articles produced herein do
not necessarily represent yhe views of the Prostitutes
Collective of Victoria. No offence intended, however controver-
sy we ain’t sorry for! Please feel free to comment by calling or
writing (in fact we would really appreciate more letters so that
we don’t have to fill the space with ads or pad out the corre-
spondence).

Submit. Your Work may well grace our next edition - but
send us a copy (not your only copy!) and then give us a call to
discuss your royalties, errrr layout.

Edition #19 - spring 95 is the copyright of PCV incorporated.
Registered by Australia Post, Print Post Approval Publication

#PP 343396/00004.
Printed by Arena.
rinted by Aren E’é\l



letter(s)

EXCELLENT! EXCELLENT! EXCELLENT!
“Working Girl/Worker Boy” #18 is
EXCELLENT! If | were Program Manager, I'd
approve buying a case of Andrew

Garrett champagne, and closing early this
Friday...

Keith Gilbert
Co-Ordinator

Gay & Lesbian
Counselling Service
Surrey Hills, NSW.

the prostitutes collective of victoria has an

hiv support worker who can provide
safe and confidential advice, support, and

referral.

contact Geoff on 9534 1068 for further details
PCV10 inkerman st, st kilda, 3182
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4 CLOTHING - TOYS - B&D / SM GEAR ¢

ADVISORY SERVICE BY MASTER MICHAEL

Leather - Biker Caps, Shirts, Jackets, Vests, Boots, 501 Jeans
Shorts, Chaps, Harnesses, Wristbands, Chaps, Bumbags

Latex by Studio Strak - G-Strings, Briefs, Body Suits, Hoods
Vests, Shorts, Singlets, Muscie Tops, Chaps, Restraints

® Dungeon Equipment
® Repairs & Cleaning Service
@ New & Secondhand

i OPEN: Wed/Thur 2 pm-10 pm; Fri 11 am-10 pm; Sat 12 pm-10 pm
Sun 2pm-6 pm; Mon/Tue by Appointment

 SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR WORKER B0YS

118 HODDLE STREET, ABBOTSFORD
& (03) 9417 2100 / A/h 9419 4509

* WE CARE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS *
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s sex workers, we can be faced with a

variety of potentially dangerous situa-

tions. But what do you do when a client
wants to see you outside work and won’t take no
for an answer, even to the point where he may turn
up at your home, or continually ring you on your
private or work phone number. In 1994 the
Victorian State Government made it a criminal act
for one person to stalk another.

What is stalking?

Stalking is the general harassment of one person
by another. The harassment doesn’t necessarily

it is left where you will find it.
® They keep you, your family, friends, associates
or workmates under surveillance. ’
® They act in any way that could reasonably be
expected to arouse fear for your safety, or the
safety of any person associated to you.

What can you do?

Stalking is potentially very difficult for the victim
to prove (depending on individual circumstances).
If you are being stalked, the best thing to do is to
compile as much information about the situation
as you can. This means keeping a detailed diary of

stalking

need to be violent or abusive as such, but any kind
of continual contact that makes the victim feel fear
for their own physical or mental well being. This
definition also covers friends, relatives, work
mates and associates of the victim who also may be
contacted by the stalker. You can consider using
stalking laws against someone if:

® They follow you or someone associated with you.

® You are telephoned, sent electronic messages (ie.
internet) or otherwise contacted.

® They enter or loiter outside or near your home,
work, or anywhere else you go (ie. cafes, cinema
ete.).

® A person interferes with your property or posses-
sions, even if they have an interest in it (ie. a
partner you have bought a flat with).

® You are given or sent offensive material by the
stalker (this includes if it is sent or given to
someone who will bring it to your attention), or
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all contact you have with the person who is stalk-
ing you. This information should include details
such as dates and times when contact was made,
and what actually happened (ie. what was said by
whom, what was done, what type of contact -
phone or face to face ete., names of any witnesses
who may have been around etc.). From here a
compliant to the Police, contact with the PCV or a
legal service is advisable, and this is the point
where you will find out whether you have a case or
not (this can depend on the circumstances sur-
rounding your harassment and the sympathy ol
individual Police members you deal with). If your
case for lodging a stalking complaint is strong
enough, it may be possible for you to take out an
intervention order against your stalker, which
means they are legally obligated to stay away frormr
you and can be arrested if they make any further

contact with you. '
o



YOUNG MAN presents
Ahimself at his local Police

station and states that he
has been raped by another man.
After answering a furlong of ques-
tions fired at him by an officer
who seems somewhat disbelieving
of the responses he is given (Are
you gay? What did you do to
encourage him? Why were you
there in the first place?), he is
taken to a local rape crisis centre
for examination by a forensic doc-
tor. As it is a relatively normal
procedure for a rape victims’ cloth-
ing to be seized as evidence or for
further forensic testing, rape crisis
centres keep clothing to replace
those seized. On removal of his
underwear, the young man is
given a pair of ladies panties to
put on,

As participants in a patriar-
chal society, we have set our-
selves up to allow the above
scenario to take place. As men,
we gauge our success in regard
to how different we are from
women, and are given very clear
messages about what is masculine
or feminine behaviour: Real men
don’t eat quiche, boys don’t cry,
women are passive while men are
aggressive. What these messages
are saying in regard to rape is
that men cannot be raped, and
that any man that is raped by
another man is assumed to be
either gay (You were asking for it.
You wanted it.), or weak (You

should have fought him off).
Rape has always been a con-
tentious issue within the

Government, the Judiciary and
the general community since the
evolution of the Feminist
Movement, when women took con-
trol over their bodies and decided
that “No means No”. Debate has
been fast and furious for years
around what constitutes rape, the
female victim’s “role” in the rape
(short skirt and high heels-she

was asking for it!), and the issue
of a wife’s “duties” in regard to
her husband’s sexual needs. And
while all this debate has had pos-
itive overall outcomes for women,
it has also caused general stereo-
typing about who can and cannot
be raped. It appears that in the
minds of the masses the only role
men play in rape is that of perpe-
trator, never that of victim, and
this is where the problems begin.

While Governments have been
eager to fund rape crisis services
for women, the issue of male
rape has long been overlooked
and disbelieved, which puts a
male rape survivor in a no mans’
land (no pun intended!).
Although male rape survivors
have shared experiences with
women who

are raped
(loss of
power, anger,
fear etc.),

men who experience sexual
assault have a range of issues
that are unique to their experi-
ence, and even those experiences
shared with female rape sur-
vivors impact differently on men.
Rape effects men on a number of
levels depending on how they
personally have been condi-
tioned, and their own self- per-
ceptions due to that conditioning.

so what issues
are men faced
with when they
are raped?
responsibility

Men who are raped are likely to
experience a feeling of responsi-

bility for their assault. As men
we are meant to be able to “take
care of ourselves”, and a rape can
cause men to feel they have
“failed” as men because they
were overpowered physically and
sexually. We tend to feel we are
responsible for the rape because
as men we should have been able
to fight our attacker off (if not
hospitalise him!).

isolation

As male rape is an issue that is
only just being acknowledged
within the community, men are
likely to see themselves as the
only man who has ever been
raped. This isolation is inter-
nalised by many men and can
impact on a variety of areas in
mens’ lives.

power and
powerlessness
As men we are meant to be pow-
erful, and while rape is about

power as opposed to sex, men
who experience this loss of power
see themselves once again as
“failures” as men because they
were not in control of the situa-
tion. This is not discounting .a
woman’s feelings of powerless-
ness when she is assaulted, but
in men this feeling can manifest
itself in more outwardly destruc-
tive ways. A man’s feeling of
powerlessness after a rape can
often result in that man becom-
ing more aggressive, even to the
point where he is violent, or over
time may become a perpetr{:ttpr
himself depending on the various
circumstances around his assault
(ie. his age at the time of the -
attack; what values/role models
he was raised with; sex of tl}e,‘_
perpetrator; his present personaJ;
values and in-built coping me?%}f‘__‘
anisms, etc.). These type'.;;?_f;r ,
behaviours are often a reaction «




to that loss of power, and a way to
reclaim the power that was taken
from them.

questioning of sexuality
Men who are raped (in particular
heterosexual men) often question
their sexuality, especially when
they have been assaulted by
another man. Men tend to take on
board that they did something
that attracted their attacker to
them, something that suggested
that they were ‘gay and available’.
This in turn can impact on rela-
tionships (both sexual and non-
sexual with men and women), and
lead to sexual problems. Often
during a sexual assault, a man
will ejaculate. If ejaculation
occurs it is more a reaction to their
fear than of sexual excitement.
Men often take the fact that ejacu-
lation has occurred and perceive it
as an indication they are in fact
homosexual (I came...I must have
enjoyed it...I must be gay), rather
than a physical sign of their terror.

¥

fear of other men

Like women, men can experience
a fear of men after an assault.
The outcome for men is that they
have problems trusting other men,
and therefore establishing and/or
maintaining “mateship” with
other men. This further impacts
on feelings of isolation.

homophobia
Men who experience rape by
another man will often manifest

misplaced homophobic tendencies.
This is most common in heterosex-
ual men, who can become aggres-
sive or even violent when confront-
ed with a gay man, This is in
spite of the fact that rape is about
power and the bulk of perpetrators
in a male to male rape scenario
identify themselves as heterosexu-
al.

Jack of services
As rape is still perceived as some-
thing that only happens to women,
there are no services that deal
specifically with male rape sur-
vivors in Victoria. While some
rape crisis services will deal with
men, the approach is from a wom-
ans’ point of view, usually with the
counsellor being female (which is
not always appropriate for male
survivors), In some cases, men
who present themselves at rape
crisis centres that are willing to
deal with male survivors, can find
themselves dealing with a female
counsellor who treats them with

PERPETRATORS NOT VICTIMS)
which compounds once again on
feelings of isolation and responsi-
bility. A man who discloses that
he is a sex worker and was raped
in a commercial setting faces fur-
ther judgement and isolation

(You're a prostitute. What did you

expect?).

drug and alcohol abuse
Drug and alcohol abuse is another
way men “cope” with the ordeal of

sexual assault. Like aggression,
this is obviously a self destructive
path to follow, but when you con-
sider our conditioning and the lack
of services, what other options do
we have?

%
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the future for
male rape
SUrvivors

T A RECENT FORUM

about male rape, around

100 community workers,
social workers, youth workers,
Police and rape counsellors were
in attendence. All of these people
had, at some time or another,
dealt with male rape survivors.
This in itself is an indication that
the issue of male rape is one that
clearly needs to be addressed.
One of the common problems iden-
tified by those at the forum was
the non-existence of appropriate

victims and survivors. Indeed it is
up to Governments to fund appro-
priate services, but this is unlikely
to happen until more is known
about the issue and the impact it
has on those affected by it. In
order for this to happen, men need
to be able to feel safe about dis-
closing rape, and when you consid-
er how men are conditioned (not to
mention all of the above) this is
unlikely to happen for quitepmms
. wWB
some time. .
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IR
LTHOUGH TRANSSEXUALS have
shared issues with both male and female
sex workers, tranys have issues which are
unique to their position in the sex industry and
indeed the cosmos...

Community prejudice pue toa
lack of community education and poor portrayal in
the media, the issues surrounding gender dyspho-
ria are often misrepresented and rarely understood.
For a transsexual working in the sex industry, this
compounds stress and issues of emotional health
when you consider they have the “freak” label to
contend with as well as all those other labels sex
workers get tagged with (ie. Presumption of HIV+

worker boy &

status, moral judgements, homophobia, sex worker
phobia ete.).

Government Hypocrisy Although
State Governments around the country will allow a
person to undergo gender reassignment surgery,
(once they have met the appropriate screening cri-
teria) they do not allow these individuals the same
rights to privacy as the rest of the community.
Some documents (such as drivers licence and pass-
port) may be reissued stating the chosen sex of the
individual, while other documents (such as birth
certificates) have to remain as they were at the
time of original issue. This leaves tranys open to
discrimination when they need to produce this type
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of documentation (to open a bank account or apply
for a passport for example), and puts their sexual
history on display for all the world to judge.
Marriage is another area the Government Policy
makers need to address before tranys will get even
basic human rights. For example, a post-operative
male to female transsexual cannot legally marry a
man, yet cannot legally consummate a marriage to

a woman.

ISQL"R tion Tranys often lose the love and sup-

port of their families and friends when they make
the decision to start the steps toward gender reas-
signment. This loss of day to day intimacy with
those close to them can compound feelings of isola-
tion, which in turn can lead to emotional conditions
such as depression and stress.

Discrimination Tranys suffer discrimi-
nation often on a daily basis from services and all
sectors of the community on a variety of levels:
from friends and family through to employers,
Police, Legal and health services and the gay com-
munity. Constant exposure to discrimination com-
pounds issues surrounding self esteem and person-
al boundaries, which in turn can lead to emotional
and general health problems. No State Government
in Australia has anti-dis-
crimination laws in place
to protect transsexuals.
Lack of
P

career/job
opportunities
As sex workers we know
that this job is not for
everybody. Due to dis-
crimination issues and
societies’ perception of
transsexuality, the only
career option for a lot of
tranys is to work in the
sex industry. Many
tranys find they are out of
a job once they start the
reassignment process,
and then find no other
employer is prepared to
take them on. This com-
pounds financial issues
surrounding gender reas-
signment (ie. Legal &
medical costs; clothing,
toiletries, footwear etc.
appropriate to the chosen
sex; electrolysis; cosmetic
surgery etc.). Despite

this, only two sex worker
ogranisations in

Australia (SWOP-New

South Wales & SIERA- Western Australia) have
funded workers that deal specifically with transsex-
ual sex workers.

H;{V r §§Sk Tranys are around 9 times as like-

ly as the general community to be at risk for con-
tracting HIV (about the same risk as gay men), yet
are not identified as a specific risk group with
unique issues and needs. This results in tranys
being grouped with gay men as an afterthought in
regard to HIV education and prevention strategies.
Despite this, there are no Trany specific projects or
education campaigns within Australian AIDS
Councils. The double bind for tranys who are diag-
nosed HIV+ is that in most states gender reassign-
ment surgery is only available to individuals who
give an HIV- test result. This compounds on the
emotional and mental well being of those infected
franssexuals.

Lack of s

ervICes At present there are

no appropriate and specific services for tranys in
Victoria. In Sydney, The Gender Centre caters
specifically for tranys, but that doesn’t give you a
direct line fo peer support and services if you live in
Ringwood or Broadmeadows. WB
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r emember me ? It’s been about a year since I left PCV: I

was Co-ordinator for a year (including editor of the magazine) and before that I was Boys
Project Worker for three Igears. Yes it’s Keith aka Miss Informed aka half of Anara.

I found Deb’s article (‘Deb’s Departure’-WG#18) very moving: it’s a rare experience to work in prostitutes’
rights and support, and it’s very difficult to make the decision to leave. Out of thousands of sex industry
workers, why is it that only a handful of us are advocates? The answer is quite simple: hookers crave
anonymity, and rightly so.

The Madonna/whore stigma that every hooker has to deal with in the rooms or the bucket seats is so well
described in Sabina’s poem (WG #18). That stigma is magnified incredibly when you announce to a room full
of doctors, community workers or cops...”I’m from the Prostitutes Collective...”

Chach(current Boys Project worker) and I got together during his recent trip to Sydney for the AFAO Gay
Educators Conference and chewed the fat about the whole thing -the impact that working at PCV has on you;
on your public, private and sexual personae.

Chach told me how he felt isolated walking into a room full of eighty gay educators. Although recent research
suggests that twenty of them would have sex-worked at some time, only three people -all working in prosti-
tutes rights groups-carried the prostitute label. And what a loaded label it is. Say: “My name is..I'm from
the Prostitutes Collective...” and watch those mouths drop (in a strictly non-sexual way!). Listen to the pin.
Drop. More to the point: listen to the clicking and whirring going on inside their heads:

“A prostitute. Wonder if he’s a junkie”......"I'd like to get him in the sack before the conference is over (for free




- of course.)”..."What is he thinking?”...“I'm better
. looking than that”..“ I thought I'd gotten away
" from the industry”....“ I wonder if he’s better in
~ bed than me”...“Must give good head”...“ I wonder
"“if he’s better in bed than my lover”...“ I wonder if
'if.he’s better in bed than the prostitute I saw last
week”...“ So that’s what a prostitute looks like”...“
 How exotic”...“How disgusting-exploiting sex for
money”...“A prostitute. What’s he doing at an
" ATDS Conference for gay men?”
7 Of course, these thoughts are never so clearly ver-
. palised, but it can’t be ascribed to mere paranoia.
' If hooking teaches
" _you one thing, it’s
~'to trust your gut
- “instinct. And in
. * your guts you hear
" every word they
_‘are  thinking,
" ‘along with your
_own inner voice ( a
. prostitute, what
are you think-

mus

- .Tits out! You're a
 prostitute and
they’re not!”
Their  mouths
close again. Back
to the business at
hand. The chasm
between you and
the rest of the peo-
. ple in the room
has been silently,
efficiently estab-
lished. Whether
.- it's you or them on
- the pedestal, you
- know: “I am a
- prostitute. They
are not.” All
right, so it’s isolating work (and being a man in a
mainly-womans’ organisation can be even further
isolating: the sex industry is based on the polarisa-
tion of the sexes). But someone’s gotta do it. So
what sort of impact can it have on you? Your priva-
¢y becomes paramount. You screen your phone
calls. You avoid gay bars. You lose a lot of friends
who just don’t understand when you say “I vant to
be alone.” Your sex life becomes a series of anony-
mous encounters (satisfying yet “standard”)
because such a huge part of your private self is
already public property. And besides, who's got the
time or energy to give to more-than- a-one-night-
stand? And really, the bottom line is you just don’t
trust men any more, with all their preconceived
ideas of what you are: “A prostitute”...in a gay
man’s clothing.
I needed anonymity so much after 4 years at PCV
that I moved to a different city (Sydney). Of course,
Jeff Kennett and the Melbourne weather helped me
to make that decision. (Thanks Jeff. It’s the best
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thing you've ever done. Actually, the only good
thing as far as I.can tell). But even now, a year
later, when men find out what I used to do, their
mouths will drop (not necessarily in a non-sexual
way). And they think they can treat me any old
how. The sad thing is: part of me thinks they can,
too. (Time to re-learn those assertiveness and
boundary setting skills . Take control!) Yep.
Although I'm extremely proud of most of the work I
did at PCV and in the sex industry, my self esteem
took a battering at times.

The themes of sex work are the themes of PCV
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how disgustmg explomng sex fof money

1'm better loghir ng than that

work: your privacy becomes incredibly important;
you learn to take control; your boundaries are con-
stantly being pushed; you do great work and please
a lot of people; you take a lot of shit; you are
deviant; you are loved; you are other; it’s not the
work that fucks you over but the attitude of the
people you come into contact with.

So, WHY DO IT? You do sex work for the money,
but at about $15 an hour before tax as a PCV
Community Worker, the money’s not enough (regu-
lar though it is). The one true answer I know is: the
people. Wonderful Gorgeous creatures like Deb
Mayson. Yeah I'd spend top dollar for an hour with
any of you!

And, like sex work, you do it while you can. While
you can draw on resources that enable you to cop so
much love, so much hatred, and so much self-ques-
tioning all in the one day.

Keith. [T
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